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Letters to the Editors 





Reader Responds Vigorously to Caricature 





Asks for Suggestions 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

Just a word about Mr. Hunter’s facetious 
caricature of meetings of presbyteries, 
which I believe you publish with approval, 
judging from previous comments along 
this line in your columns. (NOTE: Pub- 
lication of an article in these columns does 
not necessarily indicate approval. More- 
over, we know of no such editorial com- 
ments as those suggested by Mr. Boyle.— 
Eds.) 

One would judge from Mr. Hunter's re- 
marks that presbyteries never hear a ser- 
mon, never celebrate the sacrament of the 
Lord’s Supper, never pause in the midst 
of their deliberations to pray for a brother 
or for a needy cause, never engage in de- 
votions, never hear an inspiring address 
from a home or foreign missionary. 

To mention just a sample of Mr. Hun- 
ter’s criticisms: in regard to the General 
Assembly. We have often heard interest- 
ing and informing reports from commis- 
sioners to the Assembly, though usually 
from ministers. My observation has been 
that too often, elders, after having been 
sent to the Assembly, with all expenses 
paid, do not bother to come to the next 
meeting of presbytery to report, content- 
ing themselves with mailing a report to 
the Clerk, simply stating that they had 
attended, and thanking the court for the 
privilege. 

We would all like to have the meeting 
of presbyteries more interesting and 
profitable, and it would be a real service 
to the church if Mr. Hunter, and others 
who think with him, would offer some con- 
structive criticisms. What would he have 
presbyteries do? Abolish all committees 
and their reports? Spend all their time 
in passing resolutions on political and so- 
cial affairs, national and international? 
Should churches continue to send statisti- 
cal reports to presbyteries, or not? And 
should these reports be published? Re- 
ports of committees on Stewardship can 
be the most tiring, but shall not the pres- 
byteries hear such reports, and act on 
recommendations as to how much each 
church is asked to contribute to benevo- 
lences, and how much has been contrib- 
uted? If these matters are to be attended 
to, and other matters, more interesting to 
Mr. Hunter, are to be added to the docket, 
the meetings will last longer, and as it is 
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it is almost impossible to get members to 
stay for more than half of the meeting. 

There are denominations in which 
churches do not even have to keep a roll 
of their members, or send reports, or even 
the pastor, to meetings of superior courts, 
and whose meetings are largely inspira- 
tional, and not deliberative. But does Mr. 
Hunter want to be a member of such a 
church, or a Presbyterian? 

It is so easy to sit back and look on, 
then find fault. Let’s have some construc- 
tive suggestions. Let Mr. Hunter propose 
another re-organization of the presby- 
teries, or suggest a docket for a meeting 
of presbytery. Just what does he want? 

Yours for better meetings, 

Pine Hall, N, C. GASTON BOYLE. 


NOTE—It ig entirely possible that Mr. 
Boyle has missed the intended good humor 
in Mr. Hunter’s caricature which others 
have seen in it. 


Religion and Health 
TO THE OUTLOOK: 

Will you call to the attention of your 
readers a new magazine to be called, Re- 
ligion & Healtht The magazine will be 
& pocket-size, monthly, 64 pages in length, 
and we will begin publishing in February, 
1952. The purpose of Religion & Health 
is to bridge the gap between religion and 
medicine. 

We believe that the problems of health 
are basically the problems of religion, for 
the human body is so constructed as to 
go on functioning almost indefinitely 
without becoming sick. It is a recognized 
fact, by physicians, that from fifty to 
seventy-five per cent of all persons who 
come to them for help have no organic 
disease. Man brings illness upon himself 
by blocking the force of God which works 
within him for health. 

Regular items in the magazine will be: 
(1) A featured autobiographical article 
by someone who has had a struggle for 
health; (2) An interview wherein the pro- 
cess of how we help each other is re- 
vealed; (3) An article by a physician and 
one by a minister; (4) An article dealing 
with the child from six months to six 
years, when the basic patterns of life are 
established; (5) The resources of religion 
for health. Articles will appear in early 
issues by the following: Harry E. Fosdick, 
Albert Day, Harold Ruopp, John Bonnell, 
Paul Dudley White, M. D., of Harvard 
Medical School, Walter M. Palmer, M. D., 
of University of Chicago Medical School, 
D. T. Smith, M. D., Duke University Medi- 
cal School, and Gelelo McHugh, Ph. D., 
child psychologist. 





The subscription rate for Religion ¢ 
Health is $3.00 per year. We are Offering 
an introductory subscription for $2.50 for 
one year, and two years for $5.00. gup. 
scriptions should be sent to Box 4892 
Duke Station, Durham, N. C. 

RUSSELL L. DICKS, Editor, 


Women? Then Fewer Men 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

In connection with the recent discussiop 
as to whether or not women should be al. 
lowed to act as deacons and elders in the 
church (OUTLOOK, Dec. 17), would not 
this admission militate against the effort 
now being made by rotation to interest 
more men in church affairs? There would, 
necessarily, be fewer men engaged in ac- 
tive church work. 

TWO “WOMEN OF THE CHURCH.” 
Richmond, Va. 





22 AMERICAN CHURCHMEN 
ARE IMPRISONED IN CHINA 


Washington, D. C. (RNS)—Twenty- 
two American missionaries and re 
ligious workers are in prison in Com- 
munist China, it was officially disclosed 
here. 

The disclosure was made by Senator 
William F. Knowland (R.-Cal.), who 
said that an effort should be made to 
obtain release of these Americans from 
Communist prisons before Korean truce 
talks have proceeded any further. 

The senator said that he obtained the 
list from the State Department. Its ac- 
curacy was confirmed by State Depart- 
ment officials who said that altogether 
55 Americans are known to be under 
arrest in China, 32 of them in prison, 
and the rest under house arrest. Seven 
other Americans who were under house 
arrest are believed to have been released 
recently, the Department added. 


[Of this number, none was Presby- 
terian, US. Five Presbyterian, USA, 
names listed were: Dorothy Middleton, 
Sarah Perkins, W. L. Winter, H. V. 
Bradshaw and Mrs. Bradshaw.—Eds.] 


Of the 23 Americans under house 
arrest, a majority are missionaries, 
though no names were given. 

An estimated 300 Americans are still 
in Communist China, the State Depart- 
ment said. Most of them have applied 
for exit visas. 
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Erskine Drops Football 


Erskine College has abolished inter- 
collegiate football. 


This decision was made by the finance 
committee of the board of trustees. The 
vote called for discontinuing, ‘‘at least 
for the present,” this intercollegiate 
sport, while continuing intercollegiate 
basketball, baseball and tennis. The 
college is located in Due West, S. C. 


Erskine is the only institution of 
higher education of the Associate Re- 


r 


formed Presbyterian church. In at- 
nouncing its decision, it was said that 
new plans would make it possible to 
enlarge the college’s ‘‘activities in the 
department of physical education and to 
emphasize athletic activities which et 
courage more general student partici- 
pation and are less expensive to con- 
duct.”’ 

Current demands made by Selective 
Service were also mentioned as a con- 
sideration in the decision. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK re-entered as second-class matter, June 15, 1910, at the postoffice at Richmond, Va., under the act 
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Two ARP Churches Dismissed 


First and Sardis Churches of Charlotte to Join Mecklenburg Presbytery 


Two of the strongest churches in the Associate Reformed denomination have 
been granted their release by the First Presbytery in order thai they may affiliate 


with the Presbyterian Church, US. 


First and Sardis churches of Charlotte, N. C., were granted this permission 
after a motion to ask that the entire presbytery (34 churches) be dismissed was 


defeated by a five-vote margin, 28-23. 
Action to approve dismissing the twe 
congregations was taken by voice vote. 

The release of the Sardis church is 
understood to be outright, with the con- 
gregation expected to apply for member- 
ship in Mecklenburg Presbytery at the 
end of the church year, March 31. 

Release of the First church is to be- 
come effective when the General Synod 
(ARP) makes satisfactory settlement of 
the congregation’s request for title to its 
property. The First Presbytery’s rec- 
ommendation is that ‘‘equitable settle- 
ment” of property matters be made with 
both congregations. 

W. M. Boyce, formerly of the First 
church, is pastor of Sardis church, and 
H. Louis Patrick is pastor of the First 
church. 

The presbytery extended “its good 
offices’ to minority eiements in the First 
and Sardis churches which may wish 
further consideration of their problems. 

Presbytery voted down a request of 
the Tabernacle church of Charlotte re- 
questing a called meeting of the General 
Synod to reconsider the whole question 
of union. But it adopted a motion re- 
questing the Synod to reconsider, at its 
next meeting, the question of uniting 
with the United Presbyterian Church. 
The question of union with any other 
group was defeated last summer by a 
vote of 109-52. 

Several hours were given to a discus- 
sion of the question in the called meet- 
ing, with 57 voting representatives pres- 
ent. In addition, approximately 200 
persons from the churches attended the 
meeting, with the privileges of the floor 
extended to everybody there. 

In the debate on the proposed with- 
drawal of the presbytery, Dr. Boyce 
cited examples where entire presbyteries 
have withdrawn: “In 1867, Alabama 
Presbytery transferred; in 1870, Ken- 
tucky; in 1880, Ohio; in 1908, Texas. 

“There have been 25 years of earnest 
and insistent effort in the First Presby- 
tery for union,” he said. ‘Where does 
the impatience lie? It might be 
better for Synod for First Presbytery tc 
Withdraw and leave Synod to walk its 
Path of isolation.’ 


Frank Orr, Charlotte attorney, said 





some say this is done in haste, but quot- 
ing from a speech of his father, W. W. 
Orr, before First Presbytery in 1903, he 
said, ‘‘For years we have worked and 
prayed for union.” He described small 
towns supporting a Presbyterian and an 
ARP church. ‘‘And hardly big enough 
to support one church,” he said. “I 
don’t believe in spending money in 
duplicating effort and manpower.”’ 

Opponents of the step thought only 
disunion would be advanced and coun- 
seled delay. 
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Church Colleges Are 
Called to Look to 
Industry for Help 


Corporations Seen as Possible 
‘*Lucrative Source’’ of Finances 


St. Petersburg, Fla. (RNS)—Church 
colleges should look to industry for 
help in trying to make ends meet, ac- 
cording to the president of one of them. 

Waights G. Henry, Jr., head of La- 
Grange (Ga.) College, told the South- 
eastern Conference of Church-Related 
Colleges here that if industry isn’t sold 
on the idea of mutual help, then Chris- 
tian higher education will be seriously 
threatened. 

Dr. Henry made a report for the con- 
ference’s committee on _ corporation 
gifts, of which he is chairman. Repre- 
sentatives of the conference convened 
here in connection with a meeting of 
the Southern Association of Colleges 
and Secondary Schools. 

Declaring that ‘‘tax-supported schools 
are already approaching corporations for 
heavy support,’’ Dr. Henry’s report in- 
dicated that corporations may turn out 
to be a “lucrative source of help’ for 
church-related schools. Short of indus- 
try, he could see no bright prospects. 

“It is simply no longer possible,” he 
said, ‘“‘to secure the essential financial 
support for our schools by making ap- 
peals from the pulpits or by increasing 
our student bodies by taking every boy 
or girl who wishes to work his way 
through college.’’ 


Support from Atlanta 


Dr. Henry was backed by Hughes 
Spalding, Atlanta attorney and twice 
chairman of Georgia’s Board of Regents. 
Addressing a larger group of the SACSS, 
Mr. Spalding said that with church- 
supported schools, “it is touch and go. 
It is a question whether they will sur- 
vive.”’ 


He suggested that such schools “get 
prominent alumni—and it doesn’t hurt 
for them to have money either—to or- 
ganize a foundation.” 


Mr. Spalding also proposed to SACSS 
that it ask the nation’s Protestant, 
Roman Catholic and Jewish faiths to 
draft a code of morals for teaching in 
high schools and colleges. 

He said that every educator he has 
talked to admits that morals should 
be taught in schools “but nobody does 
anything about it.’’ 





Building for Radio Center 
Being Planned in Atlanta 


Atlanta (RNS)—Plans for the con- 
struction of a $500,000 building for the 
Protestant Radio Center here were an- 
nounced by John M. Alexander, direc- 
tor. 

Construction of the new building will 
be started as soon as half of the fund 
goal is reached, Dr. Alexander said. A 
gift of land and pledges thus far total 
$115,000, including assets of the center 
as it now functions on the campus of 
Agnes Scott College here. 

The center is a joint 
Methodists, United Lutherans, 
panians, and Presbyterians in the South. 
In adidtion, Emory University, Agnes 
Scott College, Candler School of 
Theology and Theological 
Seminary are cooperating in the expen- 
and development of the 
services. 


enterprise of 
Episco- 


and 
Columbia 
sion center’s 

The new home for the center will con- 
sist of administrative offices, television 
studios and radio recording and broad- 
cast studios. These will also be class- 


rooms for young ministers and religious 
workers. 





Americans Criticized for Two 


Much Emphasis on Technique 


Edinburgh, Scotland (RNS)—Ameri- 
can churchmen were criticized by David 
H. C. Read, chaplain to Edinburgh Uni- 
versity, for placing too much emphasis 
on technique in presenting the Chris- 
tian message. 

Mr. Read, who recently returned from 
a visit to Canada, voiced his criticism 
in delivering the Warrack Lectures in 
Christ’s College, Aberdeen. 


He said that many American 
churchmen took the position that 
once the right method of approach 
had been found “the world would re- 
and the Kingdom of God 
would have arrived.” 


spond 


In America, more than anywhere else, 
Mr. Read said, there was a tendency 
“to employ the methods of modern busi- 
ness, high pressure advertising, public 
opinion polis, mass suggestion, and suc- 
cess stories to swing the masses into 





NO OTHER $s story 

in all the world 
has the magic con- 
tained in the Christ- 
mas story. The 
wheels of earth’s 
grind and toil are 
halted, the clamors 
of marching humanity are hushed, 
the thunder of war is at least mo- 
mentarily silenced. The laborer 
lifts his weary head, the carpenter 
throws down his hammer, the steel 
furnace hand in the fiery Bessemer 
tosses aside his bar, the workers in 
mill and factory pause, and weary 
mothers cease their toil. All faces 
are turned to the East. Believer 
and unbeliever—the man who 
fastens his faith on the wondrous 
story, and the world-wearied man 
to whom it is only a tale of child- 





hood’s fancy thrill ailke at the 
Christmas story. it touches life 
every where. 

Recall the setting on the first 


Christmas day. It was a time of 
revolution, the war had just been 
completed, the Jews were in cap- 
tivity, taxes were heavy, hotels were 
crowded, regimentation was rife. 
Christ was born touching the 
family of Joseph and Mary. The 
social order was touched, the inn- 


*Minister, Second Church, 
Richmond, Va. 





When Christmas Touches Life 


By FREDERICK H. OLERT* 


keeper was busy. Angels of Heaven 
were commissioned to herald the 
event. Shepherds—the humblest— 
came from their labors, wise men 
from the East came to bring their 
gifts, nature was aglow’. with 
celestial light, and the Star was 
worn on the brow of night. Age 
was there in the persons of Anna 
and Simeon. Childhood was repre- 
sented there. No room for Christ 
in the inn—in Christ, room for all. 
He covers the whole range of human 
experience. 

Christmas touches man’s personal 
life. How Christ was born or where 
are not as important as why. He 
came to seek and save the lost, to 
take away sin, and to give life. To 
the man whose soul is lashed by the 
whips of a guilty conscience, to the 
man who knows his sin and hates 
the memory of it, this is the 
sweetest song ever sung. There is 
pardon for the past. Sin never took 
any man so far down that Jesus 
could not life him up, snap the fet- 
ters, and set him free. 

God sent his Son into the world. 
He did it for you and me. The 


real significance of Christmas is lost 
if we forget that Jesus came to save 
his people from their sins. 











the church.” 

The danger of this technique, he 
warned, “lies in the subtle shift of em- 
phasis from the objective truth of the 
Christian gospel to its pragmatic value 
to society.’’ 

“The result of such a policy,” he 
added, “is to transform the gospel 
challenge of ‘Repent and Believe’ into 
the cynical technique of ‘How to Win 
Friends and Influence People.’ ”’ 

Asserting that the technological reyo- 
lution had resulted ‘‘in a confusion of 
mind and paralysis of the moral sense 
of an unprecedented scale,’’ Mr. Read 
stressed the urgency of conveying “the 
reality and revelance of the gospel.” 

“We are not faced with a genera- 

tion of intellectual skeptics or even 
consistent materialists,” he said, “but 
with bewildered, distracted uncertain 
men and women, conditioned to re- 
spond to scientific demonstrations, 
suspicious of obvious propaganda and 
unable to see much meaning in religi- 
ous propositions.” 

Mr. Read also warned churchmen 
against the danger of ‘“‘identifying 
Christianity with the political aims of 
the Western democracies.” 

‘“‘We know how a Fascist or Commu- 
nist government seeks to muzzle the 
church and devitalize it,’’ he said, ‘but 
in the much more congenial atmosphere 
of the non-Communist world we are 
much less likely to be aware of politi- 
cal pressure on the church. 

“The censors of sermons are not sin- 
ister figures in the back row of the gal- 
lary but decent, good-hearted folk in 
pews who are being conditioned to iden- 


tify the political judgments of the West- 
ern world with the will of God.” 


Mr. Read said that a requisite in 
preaching the gospel today is that it 
should be in the words of the present 
generation, ‘and not of the one be 
fore.” He urged pastors to study the 
language of modern journalism “for 
preaching is more akin to good jour- 
nalism than to a literary essay.” 


Mr. Read also called upon clergymen 
to approach more seriously ‘‘the prob- 
lem of speaking to the man in the street 
who is sometimes, or never, in the 
pew.” 

“It is in this kind of proclamation,” 
he said, “that we are failing so miser- 
ably.’’ 

Mr. Read termed it essential “that 
in all our evangelism we should have 
in mind the millions of our contempor- 
aries who have not got the starting line 
of theological thought.” 

“Tf we keep them in mind in estab- 
lishing the pattern of our preaching, 
provided we do not neglect the needs 
of convinced Christians,” he said, “we 
shall probably find we are hitting the 
mark more often than we think.” 
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IF JESUS should 

return to the world 
in the flesh this 
Christmas of 1951 
and give it a careful 
inspection, he would 
probably feel discour- 
aged. It has been 
more than 19 centuries since he died. 
His followers have had 1,900 years to 
propagate his gospel, convert the world 
and establish his kingdom. But the 
world today is not following his gospel, 
it has not been converted to faith in 
him, and his kingdom is not flourishing. 


If Jesus should respond to this with 
a human reaction he would no doubt 
be profoundly discouraged. Perhaps 
he might even give up and quit. 


Perhaps he might feel that any group 
of beings capable of getting their world 
into the condition ours is in, are essen- 
tially swine and not worth dying for, 
saving, or worrying about. 


The World and War 


I suppose that the one thing above 
all others that he would notice would 
be the gifted predilection of mankind 
for war. If there is anything in which 
the human species has distinguished it- 
self it has been warfare, i. e., the de- 
vising of ingenious means for killing 
each other. To this pastime men have 
devoted all of their resources, their 
skills, arts, sciences, discoveries, and 
they have even used their religions for 
sanctions, the Christian religion among 
others. The spectacle could not be 
pleasing to the Prince of Peace. He 
could not be happy over modern war, 
which is total war, war that reaches 
down into every community and touches 
the life of every person, involving each 
one in some measure in the total war 
effort. Korea would not make him 
happy. The division of the world into 
two armed camps, the United States and 
its satellites versus Russia and _ its 
satellites, would not make him happy. 
The confident expectation of World War 
III would not make him happy. 

Looking behind the war facade, Jesus 
would be able to see the causes of it, 
the stupidities, the selfishness, the in- 
justices, the hypocritical leadership in 
Which war has its origins. He would 
find not one great nation of the world 
to be innocent, though some are more 
guilty than others. 


So, With Individuals 


Behind the front of international 
sreed and treachery Jesus would find 


“Tienes 


*Minister, Associate Reformed Pres- 
byterian church, Camden, Ala. 
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the national scene in each country to be 
woven of the same shoddy material, and 
behind the national scene he would find 
the lives of many individuals to be of 
the same texture. The descriptive de- 
tails would be added. We know what 
they are: crime, greed, violence, evil 
habits, selfish living, violated homes, 
Sabbath disregard, neglect of the 
church, racial discrimination, racial 
hatreds, group hatreds, religious 
hatreds, political immorality, love of 
luxury, softness of living and softness 
of character, cynicism and bitterness, 
a world God meant for all of us ex- 
ploited for some of us, accumulated sins 
both personal and national, and a 
sophisticated disregard of Jesus’ words. 

Jesus would see all of this if he were 
here in the flesh at Christmas of 1951. 
His eye would miss nothing. He would 
understand it all with simple and direct 
clarity. And in the midst of it all he 
would see people celebrating his birth- 
day. 


It may be that he would smile at 
the irony of it. If he were a human 
he would be disgusted with the spec- 
tacle and would undoubtedly make 
some cynical remarks. 


Yet I doubt that Jesus would be dis- 
couraged at all. His life was a con- 
tinual discouragement and ended in the 
final discouragement of the cross, but 








Emmanuel 


Shrink the vasty flight 

Of monster meteorite, 

And call its flaming are, 

A stone tossed in the park— 
So runs the sum, 
That leaves us numb, 

While Bethlehem lies dark. 


But greater than the awe 
Of Glory on our straw 
Is God who would not go 
Beyond a stone’s short throw 
When garden time 
Bore in our crime, 
And men slept out His woe. 
JOHN M. WALKER, Jr. 
Roanoke Rapids, N. C. 
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Jesus ls Not Disgusted 


By RENWICK C. KENNEDY* 


nothing actually daunted or discouraged 
him. The divine love is never dis- 
couraged. 


Grounds for Encouragement 


As a matter of fact, Jesus might 
find in the present circumstances some 
grounds for encouragement. The sheer 
misery, failure and fear of men today 
are in themselves a powerful argument 
for him and his truth. Having ignored 
him and come to despair men may be 
given the grace to see that he and his 
truth are their only hope for the future. 
They may be given the insight to see 
the truth of the old phrase, ‘‘Christ, the 
Hope of the World.” Possibly he might 
feel that the present is an opportune 
time for him. Obviously, culture, edu- 
cation, science, politics, economics, ath- 
letics and entertainment are not going 
to save the world. 

Too, he would see that not everyone 
and not all things are evil in this present 
time. He would see that his followers 
are still here, still believing, still faith- 
ful and that their number is millions. 
He would see his church still carrying 
on, imperfectly, but carrying on. He 
would see that his kingdom is here, 
established and working. He would see 
his modern martyrs, and a great num- 
ber who suffer for his name and his 
truth. He would see in every nation, 
men and women of goodwill who have 
his Spirit in them. 


Possibly Jesus would feel that the 
present day is a time of great op- 
portunity for him. 


If so, the responsibility is ours to 
use that opportunity. It is not a time 
for pessimism, nor a time to seek escape. 
Rather it is a time for faith and courage 
and for undertaking in his name. 





Eight Months of Church Year 
Show Increase in Benevolences 


Assembly agencies, coming to the end 
of the calendar year but with four 
months yet to go in the church year, 
reported the following receipts as of 
November 30: 

Annuities and Relief (Louisville), 
$100,318; decrease, $3,729. 

Christian Education (Richmond), 
$186,128; increase, $17,949. 

Church Extension (Atlanta), $311,- 
299; increase, $23,002; Special offer- 
ings, $47,934; increase, $3,603; 
Mother’s Day (for Defense Service), 
$11,853. 

General Fund (Atlanta), $174- 
032; increase, $38,821. Inter-church 
Agencies, $7,920. 

World Missions (Nashville), $672,- 
449; increase, $80,747; Program of 
Progress, $132,995; increase, $10,405. 
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VEN DURING the last week in No- 
vember I heard two groups of 
church young people singing 

Christmas carols. It seems that carol 
singing, like department store windows, 
cannot wait for the month of December 
to roll around. 

This chance hearing of carols so early 
in the season simply emphasized the 
fact that many church-goers will prob- 
ably sing carols on dozens, perhaps 
scores, of occasions during the holiday 
season. Some of the individual carols 
will be repeated many times before 
Christmas is past. Fortunately, our 
best-loved carols are of durable stuff. 
We welcome them gladly each return- 
ing Christmas and seem to find new 
loveliness and meaning in them. 

However, since we do sing carols re- 
peatedly for nearly a month and since 
there is such a wealth of Christmas 
hymns and carols, we should widen our 
choice and thereby enrich our ex- 
periences. 

For centuries Christian folk of many 
lands have sung about the birth of Jesus 
and hundreds of beautiful carols have 
come down to us. About two dozen of 
these songs may be found in the Hymnal 
for Christian Worship (John Knox 
Press). Half of these carols are rather 
generally known by the members of our 
denomination. The other dozen are just 
beginning to make their way into the 
hearts of our people. 


Some Are Used Over and Over 


Among the most popular Christmas 
hymns and carols are about a half dozen 
titles, among them being “Hark! the 
herald angels sing,’ “O little town of 
Bethlehem,” ‘‘Joy to the world,’’ “‘O 
come, all ye faithful,’ “Silent night, 
holy night,” ‘‘We three kings of Orient 
are.’”’ These are used and over 
again ere the New Year opens its doors. 
Within this nucleus we discover many 
of the moods of Christmas. The jubi- 
lation of “Joy to the world” and ‘“‘Hark! 
the herald angels sing” lifts our hearts 
to join the angelic chorus. In “Silent 
night” and ‘‘O little town of Bethlehem”’ 
we glimpse something of the blessed 
serenity of the Holy Night of Christ’s 
birth. While singing ‘‘We three kings” 
we sense the mystic anticipation of the 
searchers from the East. 

Then there are perhaps five or six 
additional carols and hymns which are 
an intimate part of our Christmas wor- 
ship but which do not have quite the 
extensive ones mentioned 
above. Among these we might mention 
“Angels from the realms of glory,’’ “‘As 
with gladness men of old,’’ “Brighest 
and best of the sons of the morning,” 


over 


use as the 


*Dr. Sydnor is professor of music 
at the Asembly’s Training School, Rich- 
mond, Va., and served as editor of the 
hymnal which he mentions in this 
article, 
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Richer by a Dozen Carols 


By JAMES R. SYDNOR* 
* 


a manger,”’ 
watched their 


“Away in 
shepherds 
night.’’ 


and ‘‘While 
flocks by 


See Some Others 


Now I would like to introduce the 
reader to another dozen carols which in- 
clude some of the loveliest Christmas 
music ever composed. Many of these 
carols have been widely available to our 
church for only a few years, but within 
this short span of time our people have 
begun to consider them ‘‘old favorites.’’ 
Here they are: 

1. “O come, O come, Emmanuel.” 
With ancient text and plain song 
melody, this hymn, easy to sing, pre- 
pares our hearts for the advent of 
Christ. 

2. ‘Come, Thou long-expected Jesus.” 
Charles Wesley in this Advent hymn 
teaches us anew the meaning of Christ- 
mas. Its flowing Welsh tune, ‘‘Hyfry- 
dol,’”’ sung by a choir in unison, can be 
caught fairly quickly by a willing con- 
gregation. 

3. “*Watchman, tell us of the night.”’ 
This famous hymn, while having a wider 
implication, centers around the birth of 
Christ. By all means try the lovely 
Welsh tune, “Aberystwyth,” in addition 
to the more familiar Lowell Mason set- 
ting. Sung antiphonally by choir and 
congregation, the hymn has spiritually 
dramatic possibilities. 

4. “The first Noel.”” The frank 
naivete and reverent spirit of this carol 
has made it one of the most popular of 
the folk hymns. The word, Noel, by 
the way, is derived from the Latin word 
meaning ‘‘birthday.”’ 

5. “God rest you merry, gentlemen.” 
Few carols give us the flavor of the Yule 
celebration in old England as does this 
one. The lilt and joy of this traditional 





PLANNING NOW FOR 
CHRISTMAS, 1952 


Patterson, N. J. (RNS)—A special 
committee of the Greater Patterson 
Council of Churches is studying 
methods of putting “Christ back into 
Christmas.”’ 

Although the committee has be- 
gun its work this year, its activi- 
ties will not be in full swing until 
1952. 

On the question of Santa Claus, 
the committee said: 


‘“‘We would not for a moment ad- 
vocate doing away with the jolly 
old fellow who appeals to the 
imagination of young and old alike. 
sut no doubt there are times when 
he is over-exploited, and even oc- 
cupies the center of the Christmas 
stage to the exclusion of the One 
Whose birth is being celebrated.” 
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English melody can warm the coldest 
heart. And, speaking of traditional 
British melodies, try the text, “O little 
town of Bethlehem,” with the tune, 
“Forest Green” (No. 56 in Hymnal for 
Christian Worship). This is the com- 
bination of text and tune used in the 
famous British hymnal, Songs of Praise, 

6. “Gentle Mary laid her child.” This 
recent text enables us to sing the an- 
cient “Good King Wenceslaus” tune 
with Christian words. Incidentally, the 
tune was originally used with a spring 
carol as its tune name, “Tempus Adest 
Floridum,’’ would indicate. 

7. “Good Christian men, rejoice.” A 
congregation, once infected with the 
swinging rhythm of this melody, will 
consider this one of its favorite carols. 
In one of its early forms the text was a 
macaronic carol. (Look that one up in 
your unabridged.) 

8. “Ah, dearest Jesus, holy Child.” 
This sweet Christmas lullaby, written 
by Martin Luther, is set to a famous 
German chorale, ‘‘Vom Himmel Hoch,” 
which the great Bach used in his Christ- 
mas Oratorio. 

9. “All my heart this night rejoices.” 
Next to Luther, Gerhardt is considered 
by many to be the greatest German 
hymn writer. This Christmas text by 
Gerhardt and its fine tume deserve a 
wider use. It is especially fine sung in 
the open air by caroling groups. 

10. “All praise to Thee, Eternal 
Lord.”’ Another Luther Christmas text 
set to a stirring melody by Praetorius. 

For further information about these 
earols, check one of the many good 
books of hymn stories. Among the best 
are Bailey’s The Gospel in Hymns and 
McCutchan’s Our Hymnody. This back- 
ground narrative frequently helps whet 
the appetite of the people. 

“All beautiful the march of days,” 
though written as a winter hymn, has 
much of the atmosphere of Christmas 
and should be used more frequently. 
Here are four lines from it: 


Life mounts in every throbbing vein, 
Love deepens round the hearth, 
And clearer sounds the angel hymn, 

“Good will to men on earth.” 


Then there are at least three hymns 
whose first stanzas express the thought 
of Christmas and might be used by 
choirs as special seasonal responses. 
You might look them over. ‘‘Thou didst 
leave Thy throne,’ ‘‘We would see 
Jesus; lo! His star is shining,” and 
“I know not how that Bethlehem’s 
3abe.”’ 

The first Christmas was ushered in by 
the most glorious singing ever heard on 
earth. How fitting it is this season that 
we join with the angelic host in adora- 
tion of the Babe of Bethlehem. 





O come let us a-dore Him, Christ the Lord. 
THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 
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tress of mind once came to Dwight 
L. Moody for counsel and help. Mr. 
Moody listened patiently to his tale of 
woe, Which for the most part was a story 
of prolonged and repeated sinning. “You 
see,” the man concluded, ‘“‘I am in a 
terrible mess. Mr. Moody, what would 
you do if you were in my place?”’ “My 
friend,’ Mr. Moody quietly replied, ‘‘I 
yould never have gotten into it.” 

This story illustrates the kind of sal- 
yation suggested by the words of the 
angel to Joseph—‘‘And thou shall call 
his name Jesus: for he shall save his 
people from their sins.” It is that 
preposition ‘‘from’’ that intrigues me, 
as 1 read this verse in my Greek New 
Testament. 


[ Is SAID that a man in great dis- 


The preposition used is not ‘‘ek” 
which means “out-from,’’—as, for 
example, when a person is rescued 
“out-from”’ a burning house, or pulled 
“out-from” a river where he was at 
the point of drowning. 


Now, through Jesus, God can and 
does provide this kind of salvation, and 
the New Testament is not lacking in 
references which make this clear. For 
sample, in Romans 7:24, Paul writes, 
‘Who shall deliver me out-from (ek) 
the body of this death? I thank God 
through Jesus Christ our Lord,” and in 
(ol. 1:12, “Giving thanks unto the 
Father . . . who hath delivered us out- 
fom (ek) the power of darkness’’; 
vhile John in his first Epistle (3:14) 
declares, ‘“‘We know that we have 
passed out-from (ek) death into life.” 
In all such references sin is pictured 
a condition in which the sinner was 
deeply involved, from which he had to 
terescued. His deliverance is seen to 
te similar to that of the writer of the 
{th Psalm: “Re brought me up also 
ut of an horrible pit, out of the miry 
tay, and set my feet upon a rock, and 
tablished my goings” (40:2). 

It was thus that Jesus saved the 
vonan he met at the well of Samaria, 
the adultress brought to him by the 
Sribes and Pharisees, Zacchaeus, and 
the robber on the cross. 


Therefore, no sinner should ever 
despair. In Christ, God has provided 
4Savior to whom no sin is too black 
‘nd no number too many! 


I know a soul that is steeped in sin, 
That no man’s art can cure; 

Bit I know a name, a name, a name, 
That can make that soul all pure.” 


* * * 


But it was of a different and higher 
‘id of salvation the angel was speak- 
ig than “rescue,” when he said, “He 
tall save his people from (Greek 
4po,” literally ‘“‘away-from’’) their 
its.” And the New Testament is not 
“king in significant references to this 
‘Te of salvation. For example, in our 
4rd’s Prayer we are taught to pray, 
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By JOHN CALVIN REID 
Minister of the Mt. Lebanon Presby- 
terian Church, Pittsburgh, Pa. 


“Lead us not into temptation, but de- 
liver us away-from (apo) evil’? (Matt. 
6:13). In Romans 6:7 we are told, “He 
that is dead (with Christ) is freed away- 
from (apo) sin.” In I Thess. 3:3 we 
find this significant promise, ‘‘The Lord 
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is faithful who shall establish you and 
keep you away-from (apo) evil.” 

In all such references sin is pictured 
as a condition which a believer avoids, 
or over which he triumphs by virtue of 
the grace which he receives through 
the Lord Christ. He is saved as a child 
is ‘‘safe’’ who has learned not to go 
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Behind Two Greek Prepositions 


near the fire; as a youth is “safe” at the 
lakeside who has been taught how to 
swim; as a doctor who has been vac- 
cinated is ‘‘safe’’ though sitting at the 
bedside of a smallpox patient; as a bird 
with strong wings is ‘‘safe’’ when the 
twig breaks underneath its feet. 


Won Early to Love 


One of my favorite pictures of Jesus 
as Savior is that in which he is shown 
with little children gathered around him 
and seated upon his knee—reminding 
us, of course, that he saves boys and 
girls, as well as men and women, by 
winning them early to a life of loyalty 
and love and thus preventing them from 
engaging in sin. 

Oh, that all of us might know more 
of that kind of salvation in our per- 
sonal experience! 


To build a fence around the hill is 
far better than to provide an am- 
bulance in the valley. 

To set a statue of the Christ upon 
the Andes of the mind to preserve 
peace between us and our neighbors 
is far better than to call for deliver- 
ance and forgiveness after words of 
malice have been spoken. 

To be kept in goodness and for 
goodness is far better than to be 
rescued from wickedness, 


“The love of Christ constraineth us,”’ 
writes Paul to the Christians at Corinth. 
What a blessed meaning Christmas has 
for those who are daily experiencing that 
kind of salvation! 


World Student Efforts 


DEC. 30-JAN. 6—Become one of 20,000 ‘‘Friends of the Federation’’ 
of the World Student Christian Federation. 


With college students home for the 
holidays and special student night pro- 
grams on December 30, an appropriate 
gift-of-the-week is a $5 contribution or 
more which will make you a ‘Friend of 
the Federation’’—the World Student 
Christian Federation. 

This would be a good gesture for an 
individual or for youth or other groups. 

Our United Student Christian Council 
in this country is calling for more wide- 
spread support in order to raise a des- 
perately needed $100,000 as the WSCF 
seeks to unite student Christian move- 
ments in more than 40 lands—working 
on the hearts and minds of many of the 
world’s leaders of tomorrow. 

Here is what $5 or more a year will 
bring to ‘‘Friends”’: 

On request: The Student World, a 
quarterly which records the best in 
Christian thinking on world issues; The 
News Sheet, a bi-monthly interpretation 
of the life and work of the Federation; 
special reduced price on one WSCS gray 


book a year, and announcements of 
other projects. The current book is, 
“Unto a Lively Hope,” by Philippe 
Maury. 


Your contribution supports: Interna- 
tional projects and conferences, like the 
Asian leaders’ conference, and proposed 
Latin American leaders’ conferences; 
sending staff members to visit national 
movements, extend student Christian 
work in new areas and to direct study 
work of the Federation; reconstruction 
of war—and revolution-ravaged move- 
ments; subsidizing pioneering work, as 
in new African universities; Federation 
publications, such as John Coleman’s 
“Task of the Christian in the Univer- 
sity.” 


Five dollars or more should be 
marked ‘‘Friend of the Federation” and 
sent to United Student Christian Coun- 
cil, 156 Fifth Ave., New York 10, N. Y. 
Publications are not sent unless re- 
quested. 
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EDITORIAL 








To You at Christmas 


Thanks to the Christmas goodwill of 
many of our subscribers, many of their 
friends are joining us this week for the 
first time as this paper goes into their 
hands bearing the Christian love and 
good wishes of this season. 

To these new friends, and certainly 
to the older ones, we extend our most 
cordial Christmas greetings. 

There is enough to trouble us at this 
Christmas season as we look across the 
world, but that has always been true, 
even from that first Christmas. But 
there is also much to encourage us, and, 
for the Christian, while we do not shut 
our eyes to dark realities, our courage 
comes from our faith. 


8 . . 


William James once wrote these 
words which we do well to remember: 


“Remember when old December's 
darkness is all about you, that the 
world is really in every minute and 
point as full of life as in the most 
joyous morning you’ ever lived 
through; that the sun is whanging 
down, and the waves dancing, and 
the gulls skimming down at the 
mouth of the Amazon, for instance, 
as freshly as in the first morning of 
creation; and the hour is just as fit 
as any hour that ever was for a new 
gospel of cheer to be preached.” 


And if for a gospel of cheer. how 
much more for a gospe: of reconcili- 
ation, which is the only ground for a 
mweriy Christmas. 


Well Deserved at ATS 


Full accreditation of the Assembly’s 
Training School by the Southern Asso- 
ciation of Colleges and Secondary 
Schools is a well-deserved if somewhat 
belated recognition of this institution. 
The administration is to be warmly 
commended for taking the necessary 
steps to achieve this distinction, though 
everyone concerned admits that no new 
or special requirements were imposed 
and no additional demands were made 
beyond what has been done at ATS for 
some years. 

Technically, the Training School is 
left out of consideration in the award- 
ing of two challenge funds by the Board 
of Education. Each year $10,000 is 
divided between the four seminaries on 
the basis of their support by their con- 
stituents. Then, in addition to other 
funds, $5,000 is offered to any regionally 
unaccredited Presbyterian college which 
gains such accreditation. Of course, 
ATS is included in Program of Progress 
funds for a definite percentage from the 
budget. However, many people will 
hope that the specific $5,000 offered col- 
leges for accreditation may also be 
available in this case, since the accredi- 
tation has been given by the agency to 
which the accredited colleges of our 
church belong. 


Evangelism Secretary 


The appointment of Wm. H. Mc- 
Corkle as the new secretary of evan- 
gelism by the Board of Church Exten- 
sion (OUTLOOK, Dec. 17) will be recog- 
nized as an excellent choice for this im- 
portant position. Dr. McCorkle, from 
his membership on the board and his 
responsibility in the evangelistic effort, 
will have a good background for his 
service to the church. 

Among his many other qualifications 
are these: his fruitful pastorates, and 
his war-time service as a chaplain in the 
Navy. 

The fine work inaugurated and car- 
ried on by Howard Thompson will con- 
tinue to challenge and inspire the 
church-at-large under the direction of 
Bill McCorkle. 





The Problem of Japan 


Now that the Henderlite series op 
Japan is before us (OUTLOOK, Dee, 3, 
10, 17), it is to be hoped that frank 
and fruitful discussions of this impor. 
tant subject will follow. 

On the basis of these articles and in 
view of information which comes to yg 
from other sources, it would seem that 
we are confronted by a problem which 
demands the serious attention of the 
church. Among the items specified are 
these: 


1. Our former seminary at Kobe, it 
seems, is now in the hands of a new 
and other denomination, somewhat like 
certain Fundamentalist bodies in this 
country. Moreover, it appears that we 
are helping to provide buildings and 
running expenses for this school which 
is to produce leaders committed to non- 
cooperation in the Christian movement 
in Japan. That does not have to be 
underscored to indicate how serious it 
is. 

2. Objections have ben raised to the 
support of the International Christian 
University on the grounds that there are 
many colleges in Japan already, but, just 
the same, we have been committed to 
the support and building of two new 
schools since the war. In these schools, 
it seems, the standards of the new “Re 
formed” church, and not our church, are 
being followed. 

3. Only those native evangelists are 
approved for employment by our mis- 
sionaries who meet the specifications of 
this new ‘Reformed’ church and only 
those publishing enterprises which meet 
the same specifications are being ap- 
proved. 


4. This appears to indicate that in- 
stead of working toward a larger coop- 
eration and Christian unity in meeting 
the gigantic opportunity in Japan, we 
are supporting the creation of a new 
denomination which cooperates only on 
its own terms, and on a more restricted 
basis than is true in the home church. 

5. What is indicated by the failure 
of the Board of World Missions to con- 
municate the attitude of the Japan Mis- 
sion to responsible authorities of the 
ICU we do not quite understand, but 
we do recognize that at least eleven 
missionaries felt that it was so serious 
as to demand their own signed state 
ment to clarify the situation (OUT- 
LOOK, May 21, 1951). 

Then there are matters which con- 
cern the mission policies of the chureh- 
at-large which will claim our attention 
later. 


* * * 


MEN’S RALLY—More details about the 

proposed nationwide rally of Presby- 
terian men reported here run in term 
of 8,000-10,000 men and reservation of 
the Taft Auditorium, Cincinnati, for 0¢ 
tober dates in 1953 or 1954. The USA 
Men’s Council is expected to petition the 
General Assembly to authorize its pal 
ticipation. 
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; There is nothing romantic about a man- 1 : : : 
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’ day, not too much, lest expenses grow . e : ‘ : 
ew “Re : : to remind us that the Life Eternal has _ all likelihood, be occupied by pro-Com- 
too high. It was a makeshift, too, that . : 
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, manger, never meant for a cradle; a aa 3 ae 
3 : lowest point of all we have failed to The Council said it had learned that 
desperate last-minute necessity, the last , ‘i 
. : De. Dr. Jan Szeruda had resigned as acting 
lists are thing a mother would have chosen, noth- ne 
: i If ever we are tempted to feel that bishop of the Lutheran church in Poland 
ur mis- ing of which a father could be proud. reap : ; a 2 =i 
“nin we could know God better if our lives at the insistence of government authori- 
ind only GREAT CREED says majestically were less commonplace, if we fall into ties 
ich meet that One who was Light of Light, 
. a 
eal Very God of Very God, for us men You Still Have Time---via Air Mail 
and for our salvation was made man. 
in- only the Bethlehem stor . . . - ‘ 
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CHURCH NEWS 


Great Rally to Be 
Held in N. Y. in May 


Presbyterian, USA, News Letter 





A rally of 17,000 Presbyterians in 
Madison Square Garden is being planned 
when the General Assembly (USA) 
meets in New York next May 22-28. 
This rally is to launch a nationwide ob- 
servance of the 150th anniversary of 
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“By their fruits 
ye shall know them” 





. A Time for Singing 
Schreiner’s Glee Club pro- 


motes friendship, fellowship 
and harmony. 


SCHREINER 
Presbyterian Military College 


Andrew Edington, Pres. 
Kerrville, Texas 
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Presbyterian national missions. The 
then united church formed in 1802 what 
is considered the oldest home mission 
body in the United States which has 
been in continuous existence. The Madi- 
son Square Garden program will be di- 
rected by Leon Leonidoff, producer of 
Radio City Music Hall programs. West- 
minster Choir College students and 
alumni will furnish music under the di- 
rection of President John Finlay Wil- 
liamson. Another feature of the rally 
will be the premiere showing of the mo- 
tion picture, ‘‘And Now Tomorrow,” de- 
picting scenes from the history of Pres- 
byterian home missions and the nation. 
Plans are being made to charter buses 
and trains to bring church members to 
the meeting from all over the metro- 
politan area. 


Building and Seminary 
Campaign to Get Underway 

An Assembly-authorized campaign for 
$12,000,000 is expected to be launched 
early in 1952, seeking funds for church 
building and for increased resources for 
the theological seminaries. Campaign 
headquarters are in New York and area 
offices are being established in Pitts- 
burgh and elsewhere. The actual solici- 
tation of funds is scheduled for spring. 


National Leaders Now on 
World Relief Survey-Tour 

Two leaders in the Presbyterian 
Church, USA, are now making a first- 
hand survey of relief needs in Japan, 





Worship Folder 


For special days and general use. Lith- 
ographed on good stock suitable for 
mimeographing. 

Catalog and samples upon 
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Get your copy today! 





ECCLESIASTICAL ARTS PRESS 
Louisville 12, Ky. 








COLLEGE 


RED SPRINGS, N. C. 


for 1952-53 
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A capacity enrollment for 1951-52 
Applications now being received 


MARSHALL SCOTT WOODSON, 
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TITHING 


will change your whole life 


Korea, India, Pakistan, the Near and 
Middle East and Europe. Eugene Car- 
son Blake of Philadelphia, stated clerk 
of the General Assembly, and David W. 
Proffitt, Maryville, Tenn., president of 
the National Council of Presbyterian 
Men, are making the study under aus- 
pices of their denomination and also on 
behalf of the National Council of 
Churches. Wherever possible, they will 
confer with government officials as well 
as military chaplains, American troops 
and missionaries. Following their re- 
turn in mid-January, they will partici- 
pate in preparing for the united Prot- 
estant ‘One Great Hour of Sharing”’ re- 
lief appeal. 


Council Urges Greater 
Emphasis on Evangelism 

A call for renewed emphasis on evan- 
gelism was sounded by the Spiritual 
Life Committee of the General Council 
at a recent meeting. The committee 
warned that evangelism threatens to be- 
come a sporadic effort and it urged that 
it ‘“‘be given greater prominence, larger 
scope, and more leadership and more 
resources, if our church is to match the 
challenge of a growing, dynamic so- 
ciety.”’ Said the committee: 


“Evangelism must not be allowed to 
receive less attention or resources but 
more, and it must be kept vital, fresh, 
‘NEW,’ and be delivered from the hack- 
neyed, threadbare routines, vocabulary, 
and emotional drag, into which it was 
allowed to sink for more than a quarter 
of acentury prior to World War II. One 
may well tremble with dread lest our 
current phenomenal successes in the 
New Life Advance be canceled out by 
neglect and lack of Christian imagina- 
tion and enthusiasm.” 


Net Gain of 56,008 Registered 
In Records of Last Church Year 

A net gain of 56,008 in membership 
was recorded for the period Jan. 1-Dec. 
31, 1950, making the total Presbyterian, 
USA, membership 2,447,975. New com- 
municants added by profession of faith 
or by re-affirmation numbered 118,884. 
Elders now number 62,698 and deacons, 
37,091. The denomination has 8,535 
churches, 9,384 ministers in 40 synods 
and 262 presbyteries. There are 1,253 
candidates for the ministry. Total con- 








A VIRGINIA INSTITUTION 


First and Merchants National Bank of 
Richmond is a Virginia institution in 
the truest sense—a bank with faith in 
the American ideal, and an 86 year 
record of increasing strength and pro- 
gress in service to Virginia and the 
South. 


FIRST AND MERCHANTS 
National Bank of Richmond 


“Virginia’s Foremost Bank Since 1865” 
Capital and Surplus $8,000,000 


Member Federal Deposit Insurance 


Corporation 











10 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 








tributi 
137. 


Greate 
In Cht 
You 
Chure! 
terest 
ported 
Board 
delphi 
atten< 
out tl 
581, ¢ 
intereé 
full-t 
ters, 
educé 
it wa 


Ph 





(Che 
time 


10:1 
4:30 
11:3 


< 





and 
Car- 
lerk 
LW. 
t of 
Tian 
aus- 
oO on 

of 
will 
well 
0Ops 


tici- 
rot- 
re- 


van- 
tual 
neil 
ttee 
| be- 
that 
rger 
10re 
the 
so- 


1 to 
but 
esh, 
ack- 
ary, 
was 
rter 
One 
our 
the 


ina- 


ship 
Dec. 
lan, 
om- 
2ith 
384. 
ons, 
535 
ods 
253 
-On- 


5” 





OK 








tributions for the year were $103,581,- 
137. 


Greater Interest Shown 
In Church Vocations 

Young people of the Presbyterian 
Church, USA, are showing a growing in- 
terest in church vocations, it was re- 
ported at the recent meeting of the 
Board of Christian Education in Phila- 
delphia. Of 12,373 young people who 
attended 145 conferences held through- 
out the country during the summer, 2,- 
581, or about 20 per cent, expressed an 
interest in devoting their lives to some 
full-time church vocation such as minis- 
ters, missionaries, directors of Christian 
education or directors of church music, 
it was reported. 

WALTON W. RANKIN. 
Philadelphia. 


RADIO 


Network radio pro- 
grams during the 
Christmas season in- 
clude: 








(Check local newspapers and stations for 
time and hour of broadcasts. Time given 
here is EST.) 


Friday, Dec. 21 
10:15 a. m., Faith in Our Time, Mutual. 
4:30, Boy’s Town Choir, CBS. 
11:30 p. m., Northwestern University A 
Cappella Choir, from Chicago, NBC. 


Saturday, Dec. 22 
10:30 a. m., Make Way for Youth, CBS. 
11:05, Let’s Pretend: “Night Before Christ- 
mas,” CBS. 
12:00, The Christmas Boy, CBS. 
1:00 p. m., Grand Central: Miracle for 
Christmas, 8th year, CBS. 
1:30, City Hospital: Home for Christmas, 


CBS. 
2:00 p. m., Christmas Greetings from 
Korea, NBC. 


2:00, Music With the Girls, CBS. 

2:30, Polish Carols, Sts. Cyril and Metho- 
dius Seminary, CBS. 

2:45, Columbus Boy Choir (sponsored by 
National Council of Churches), NBC. 

3:00, Los Angeles Salutes the Nation, NBC. 

4:00, Charles Dickens’ “Cricket on the 
Hearth,” NBC. 

4:00, Montana State Uni. Choir, CBS. 

4:30, Choral music, Mutual. 


5:00, Cedar Crest College Choir, Allentown, 
Pa., CBS. 

6:45, Columbia Univ. Glee Club and Hunter 
College Choir, excerpts from Handel's 
“Messiah”; ABC, Eastern network 
only. 


10:00, Chicago Theatre of the Air, Mutual. 
11:15, Hanukkah and Christmas (spon- 
sored by National Conf, of Christians 
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and Jews), NBC. 
Sunday, Dec. 23 

9:00 a. m., Trinity Choir, CBS. 

11:30 a. m., Baltimore and Ohio Choruses, 
NBC. 

12:00, Choral Music, Mutual. 

1:00, Eileen Farrell, Cantata Pastorale, 
CBS. 

1:30, National Vespers, Louis J. Evans, 
First Presbyterian Church, Hollywood, 
Calif., ABC. 

:30, St. Olaf College Choir, CBS, 

:30, All-Beethoven program, N. Y. Phil- 
harmonic, CBS. 

:30 p. m., Dickens’ “Christmas Carol,” 
Mutual. 

:30, Amos ‘n’ Andy: Lord’s Prayer, CBS. 

:00, The Joyful Hour; Father Peyton’s 
dramatization of the Nativity. 

10:30, Choral Music, Mutual. 

11:30, The Messiah, Independence, Mo., 

choir, CBS. 


_ 


i 


on 


Monday, Dec. 24 


:30 p. m., Choral Music, Mutual. 
:30, Augustana College Choir, CBS. 


:45, Lighting of the White House Christ- 
mas tree, NBC. 

715, Story of the Nativity, Edwin C. Hill, 
ABC. 

:30, GI Christmas Calls, ABC. 

:00, Lux Theatre: Alice in Wonderland, 
CBS. 

9:00, Paul Whiteman’s Teen Club, ABC. 

10:00, Christmas Party, ABC. 


~ > 


or 


ie) 


oo 


11:00, Christmas Carols, ABC. 

11:15, Univ. of Nebraska Madrigal Singers, 
CBS. 

11:30, Trapp Family Singers, NBC. 

11:30, Boston Society of Ancient Instru- 
ments, CBS. 


12:00, Christmas music, sung by Displaced 
Person choirs all over the world, 
Mutual. 

12:00, Chimes of Trinity Church, New 
York, ABC. 

12:00, Eileen Farrell and Robt. Shaw 
Chorale, Annual carol program, CBS. 

12:01 a. m., Midnight service, Cathedral of 
St. John the Divine (Episcopal), New 
York, ABC. 

12:30, Russian Orthodox Choir, Pro-Cathe- 
dral of the Holy Virgin Protection, N. 
¥., ABC. 

Tuesday, Dec. 25 

10:15 a. m., Faith in Our Time: Poems of 
the Christ Child, Mutual. 

2:35 p. m., Christmas in Europe, ABC. 

4:30 p. m., Chora] Music, Mutual. 

9:00, Christmas program, America’s Town 
Meeting, ABC. 

10:30, Choral Music, Mutual, 

Friday, Dec. 28 

10:15 a. m., Faith in Our Time: “The 

Ninety and Nine.” 
Sunday, Dec. 30 

1:30 p. m., National Vespers, Louis J. 
Evans, First Presbyterian, Hollywood, 
ABC. 
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“Christ in Daily Life” 
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of 


THE PROTESTANT HOUR 


presents 


REV. THOMAS H. McDILL, JR. 


Professor-Elect, Columbia Theological Seminary 
Decatur, Georgia 
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MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


CHANGES 

John Reed Miller, now of the faculty 
of Belhaven College and pastor of Trin- 
ity church in Broadmoor, Jackson, Miss., 
has accepted a call to the First church, 
Jackson. Dr. Miller has a United Pres- 
byterian background and from 1947 to 
1950 was president of Knoxville Col- 
lege. 

J. Clyde Mohler, formerly of Berry- 
ville, Va., has begun his new work as 
pastor of the Benton and Rocky Mount, 
La., churches. Address: Box 163, Ben- 
ton. 

Peter DeRuiter, a minister of the 
Canadian Presbyterian Church, is now 
serving the Macon, Miss., and Center 
Point and Shuqulak churches. 

B. V. Munger, formerly a Congre- 
gational Christian minister, has become 
pastor of the Corinth, Miss., church. 

S. G. Stewart, formerly of the Ozark, 
Ark., USA, church, is now pastor of the 
US church at Lake Jackson, Texas. 

J. M. Williams, retired, from Houston, 








Texas, to 9 Gardenia Lane, New 
Orleans 19, La. 
John R. Winter from Lawrence- 


ville, Va., to 318 High Street, Warren- 
ton, Va. 

Correction: Robert Bluford, who re- 
cently moved from Blacksburg, Va., to 
Raleigh, N. C., went to the Western 





By Lamp Light 
or Daylight... 


Bank by mail and have more time 
for business and pleasure. 

Enjoy twenty-four hour conveni- 
ence. 

It’s easy, it’s quick. Early or 
late . . . bank by mail—pay bills 


by check. 
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Richmond, Virginia. 
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6 Convenient offices in Richmond and 
Hopewell, Va. 
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Boulevard church and not as previously 
reported to these columns. 

J. M. Gilbert, Jr., formerly of Mid- 
dlesboro, Ky., is now pastor at Level- 
lafid, Texas. 

Julius S. Garbett, Emporia, Va., has 
accepted a call to the Ebenezer church, 
Route 4, Rock Hill, S. C., effective Jan. 
15. 

John C., Siler, Shepherdstown, W. Va., 
has announced his retirement from the 
pastorate. 

Thomas FE. Nelson from Lyons, Ga., to 
the Olivia, N. C., and Barbeque 
churches. 

John H. Thompson, Jr., who was pas- 
tor of the Marietta, Pa., USA, church, 
has become pastor of the First church, 
803 S. Tenn. Avenue, LaFollette, Tenn. 

R. D. Daffin, formerly of St. Andrews, 
Fla., is now to be stated supply at 
Bartow, Fla. 

A. W. Rideout, who has been assist- 
ant pastor of the Park Lake church, 
Orlando, Fla., has accepted a call to 
the First church, Bradenton, Fla. 

J. Abe Aldridge, Mountain City, 
Tenn., has accepted a call to the 
Bethany church, Route 4, Jonesboro, 
Tenn. 

Albert L. Potter from Jamaica, N. Y., 
to 153 Lincoln Place, Brooklyn 17, New 
York. 

T. Frank George from Henderson, 
Texas, to 123 St. Peter St., Gonzales, 
Texas. 

Lewis G. Petmecky is sow serving the 
mission of the Kerrville First church, 
at Fredericksburg, Texas. 

Leslie E. Scott from Coal City, II1., to 
2706 Kendale Drive, Apt. 202, Toledo, 
Ohio. 

Sam S. Cappel has had his pastoral 
relationship to the Rumple Memorial 
church, Blowing Rock, N. C., dissolved 
and he has been given permission to 
labor outside the bounds of Holston 


WHAT WOULD YOU DO 
IF 


The college you serve needed $500,- 
000, 

You were offered $100,000 as a chal- 
lenge gift, 

You must secure $100,000 to meet 
that challenge, 

You could not get a well-organized 
campaign started until the fall 
of 1952? 


We are doing this: Telling as many 
friends of Christian Education as we 
can and hoping and trusting many 
of them will not wait until they are 
called upon but will mail in checks 
in the tax year 1951. 





Edwin Pate, Chairman of the Board 
PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 
Maxton, North Carolina 


Preparatory Department Junior College 
Educational Excellence Christian Emphasis 
Second semester begins 


January 26, 1952 
A Good Place For Your Son. 














Presbytery. 

Geo. A. Hudson from Decatur, Ga,, 
to % J. N. Montgomery, Section 2, 94 
N. Chung Shan Rd., Taipeh, Formosa, 

J. W. Hickman, from Ft. Smith, Ark,, 
to Demopolis, Ala. 

J. Polk Moffett,, who has been asgsis- 
tant pastor of the First church, Dallas, 
Texas, has accepted a call to the First 
church, Greenville, Texas. 

Samuel J. Allen from Port St. Joe, 
Fla., to Route 4, Selma, Ala. 

Frank C. Brown, pastor of the First 
church, Dallas, has been granted a leave 
of absence on account of continued il] 
health and will spend most of this win- 
ter in Miami, Fla. 

Frederick W. Cropp, general secre- 
tary of the American Bible Society in 
New York since 1939, has resigned to 
become pastor of the Community (Pres- 
byterian) church, San Marino, Calif, 
Jan. 1. 

T. L. Harnsbarger, recently retired, 
from Statesboro, Ga., to 1630 14th St., 
N., St. Petersburg, Fla. 


EDINBURGH DEGREE 

Thomas B. Hoover, Jr., had conferred 
upon him by Edinburgh University 
(Scotland) the Ph. D. degree on De- 
cember 14. During the past year he 
has been associated with the Blue Ridge 
School for Boys, Hendersonville, N. C., 
but he hopes to return to the pastorate 
in the near future. He is temporarily 
at 2312 Bay Street, Charlotte, N. C. 


PLANNING COMMISSION 


M. W. Norfleet, secretary-treasurer of 
Union Theological Seminary, a member 
of the City Planning Commission for 
the past few years, has been named 
chairman of the commission. News- 
papers describing his service refer to his 
valuable contribution in this body and 
speak of him as an “expert on Rich- 
mond real estate,’’ and of his direction 
of the seminary’s investments. 


ANNIVERSARIES 


Francis M. Allen and Mrs. Allen cele- 
brated their 50th wedding anniversary 
in Richmond, Va., on Dec. 4. 

Matthew Branch Porter, who retired 
as a secretary of the American Bible 
Society 21 years ago, celebrated his 
90th birthday Dec. 5. This year he 
and Mrs. Porter (10 years younger) 
celebrated their 60th wedding anniver- 
sary in Richmond, Va. 

Harris E. Kirk recently received 
church- and city-wide congratulations 
upon the 50th anniversary of his becom- 
ing pastor of the Franklin Street church, 
Baltimore. Dr. Kirk, now 79, preacher 
at Westminster Chapel in London for 
many summers, was moderator of the 
1928 General Assembly. 


DEATH 


Robert Clement Dickey, 49, dean of 
students at Schreiner Institute, Kerr- 
ville, Texas, died Dec. 3. He had been 
on the Schreiner faculty since 1925. 
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BIBLE STUDY 





Finding the Christ 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON FOR JANUARY 6, 1952 
John 1:35-49. 


Peter, Andrew, James and John were 
friends working together with Zebedee, 
the father of the two latter, as fisher- 
men, when we first meet them in the 
gospel story. Peter was probably the 
oldest in the group. Certainly he had 
the more dominant personality. He had 
natural gifts of leadership, though he 
could not always be counted on. It is 
commonly thought that John was of 
gentle, contemplative character and al- 
most effeminate in character. Contem- 
plative he was, and his gospel is an ex- 
pression of his profound meditation 
upon the character and work of his Mas- 
ter; but a moment’s reflection upon 
some of the scenes in the gospels (see 
Mt. 20:20-24; Lk. 9:49, 52) will show 
that this apostle was at least in early 
life impetuous, intolerant and ambi- 
tious. In time, Peter, uncertain as sand, 
became strong as rock, and John, fiery 
and impetuous, became known as the 
apostle of love. But that was after 
their lives had been moulded and 
transformed by their contact with Jesus. 
We study this week the beginning of the 
great experience, the first of a series of 
lessons on the early followers of Jesus. 

The four friends shared no doubt in 
the general Messianic expectation of 
their day. From boyhood, Peter (and 
the rest as well) had 


“dreamed of Jerusalem as the world 
capital and the temple as the center of 
worship for all mankind. His breast 
swelled as he thought of the glorious ex- 
ploits of David and Judas Maccabaeus. 
Deep within his bosom was kindled the 
determination to join himself with the 
Messiah, who by common consent was 
shortly to appear. He would unite with 
this great deliverer and drive the hated 
Roman from the city of God and the 
land of His people. Then they would 
march with triumphant banner to the 
conquest of the world, breaking the 
Gentile under the rod of the wrath of 
Jehovah.”’ (Straton, Peter the Man 
Jesus Made.) 


I. The Witness of John 


The four of them were attracted by 
the stirring preaching of John the Bap- 
tist, who proclaimed the imminence of 
the Kingdom of God and called upon 
men to repent and to receive baptism 
as a token of the remission of their sins. 
Without giving up their occupations 
they had begun to consider themselves 
as his disciples. 

Enormous crowds were hanging on 
John’s words. They were on the tiptoe 
of expectancy and began to discuss 
among themselves whether or not John 
himself was the expected Messiah. Under 
these circumstances there came to John 
an important delegation from Jeru- 
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salem, sent probably by the Sanhedrin, 
to discover the Baptist’s intentions. 
John made it clear that he was not the 
Messiah. “I am only baptizing with 
water,” he said, “‘but some one is stand- 
ing among you, of whom you do not 
know. He is to come after me, and I 
am not worthy to undo his shoes.”’ 

The next day the Baptist was stand- 
ing with the usual crewd gathered about 
him. He saw Jesus coming toward him 
(just returned, probably from his temp- 
tation in the wilderness) and could no 
longer hold his peace. This man, he 
said, is ‘‘the Lamb of God who takes 
away the sin of the world! This is he 
of whom I said, ‘After me comes a man 
who ranks before me, for he was before 
me.’ ” 

The day following John was talking 
with John and Andrew. He saw Jesus 
in the distance and pointed him out to 
his disciples, saying, ‘‘Behold, the Lamb 
of God.’’ The two men impressed by 
their leader’s words, went after Jesus. 
It seems that the most potent words 
spoken by John were words addressed 
not to the general public, but dropped 
during the course of a conversation with 
two friends. So it often is today. 

Jesus did not wait for the two men 
to speak. He turned and said, ‘‘What 
do you want?’’ The fishermen were 
somewhat embarrassed. They replied, 
“Rabbi (which means Teacher), where 
are you staying?”’ It may be that they 
were timid; their courage had failed 
them; it may be that they had more to 
ask than could be asked on the spot— 
they would visit him sometime, maybe, 
in the future. But Jesus invited them 
to come at once. Delay is dangerous. 
Now is the accepted time. 

They accepted the proffered invita- 
tion. It was the beginning of John’s 
intimacy with the Lord. So great an 
impression did it make that now, fifty 
years later, John is able to tell us the 
exact hour. It was four o’clock in the 
afternoon. And all the rest of the day 
and long into the evening the two men 
poured out their heart to the Master, 
and he spoke to them of the Father, 
of his plans and of his mission.”’ 


Il. The Witness of Andrew 


Andrew “first found his brother 
Simon.” Goodspeed gives us the mean- 
ing of the sentence: Andrew immedi- 
ately sought out his own brother Simon 
and said to him, ‘“‘We have found the 
Messiah” (which means Christ). 

Simon was impressed. He went with 
Andrew to meet Jesus. Jesus looked 
at him (the word, according to Godet, 


describes “‘that penetrating glance 
which reaches to the very core of the 
individuality”) and said, “So you are 
Simon the son of John? You shall be 
called Cephas’”’ (which means Rock). 
Why did Jesus greet Simon in this 
peculiar way? It is not hard to. under- 
stand. As Marcus Dods has said: 


“This greeting yields its meaning 
when we recall the character of the per- 
sons addressed. Simon was hot-headed, 
impulsive, rash, unstable. When his 
name was mentioned on the Sea of 
Galilee there rose before the mind a 
man of generous nature, frank and good 
hearted, but a man whose uncertainty 
and hastiness had brought him and his 
into many troubles.’’ 


Jesus read at a glance the weakness, 
the limitations and imperfections of 
Simon's character, but he saw also what 
others had not seen, unless Andrew had 
glimmerings of it, the enormous possi- 
bilities of good in Simon, if properly de- 
veloped. So Jesus ventured a prophecy 
concerning him. He predicted the day 
would come when men would think of 
Simon as a man of stone. No doubt, 
some of the men standing around smiled 
as the Master spoke these words. Simon 
himself may have wondered for a mo- 
ment. Was this Jesus mocking him or 
was he in earnest. But the psychologi- 
cal effect on Simon when he realized 
that the speaker was in earnest must 
have been tremendous. He could never 
forget that Jesus believed that he had 
potentially the strength of a rock. And 
Jesus was right. The character of Peter 
was transformed by his association with 
Jesus, just as our character and the 
character of any man will be trans- 
formed by association with Christ. 

What do men think of when our name 
is mentioned? Is it associated with 
timidity, with a fiery temper, with pride, 
with selfishness, with stinginess, with 
avarice, with a gossipy tongue, with ill 
humor, with chronic complaints? Is it 
possible for mature men and women to 
overcome such weaknesses? Of course 
it is, if we live in intimate communion 
with Jesus? Why is it then that we 
Christians so often persist in such un- 
lovely traits. 

“Andrew immediately sought out his 
own brother Simon . . and took him 
to Jesus.’’ That was probably the great- 
est service that Andrew ever rendered 
the Kingdom of God. Great preaching 
often touches the heart, but it is the in- 
dividual touch that brings men to Jesus. 
If a man comes, Jesus will do the rest. 


There are young men and young 
women now who might render great 
service in the kingdom, but who need 
to be sought out. What is the best 
way to go about it? 


Should we let our young people know 
that we have confidence in them? 
Which brings out the best in a man, 
criticism or praise, trust or mistrust? 
How does fellowship with Jesus develop 
strong characters? 
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Ill. The Witness of Philip and 
Nathanael 


Jesus sought out Philip (probably 
Andrew or Peter or John had requested 
him, that is, to accompany him as his 
him, that is to accompany him as his 
disciple. Philip accepted the invitation 
and proceeded to look up his friend, 
Nathanael (almost certainly to be identi- 
fied with Bartholomew). He said: 
“We have found the one, about whom 
Moses wrote in the Law, and about 
whom the prophets wrote. It is Jesus, 
the son of Joseph, who comes from 
Nazareth.”’ 

Nathanael was skeptical. He lived in 
Cana, only a few miles from Nazareth 
and knew something of the reputation 
of the town. “Can anything good come 
from Nazareth?” he asked. Philip’s an- 
swer was the best he could have given, 
always the best for ill-founded preju- 
dice, at once the simplest and the 
surest: ‘‘Come and see.””’ He knew that 
if Nathanael ever came face to face with 
Jesus, his prejudices would be over- 
borne. 

Nathanael was forced to admit that it 
was a fair test which Philip had pro- 
posed. He was prejudiced, but his mind 
was not closed. So he followed his 
friend and came to Jesus. 

We can best understand the incident 
that follows if we imagine, as must have 
been the case, that Nathanael had been 
thinking of the experience of his great 
ancestor, Jacob. Jacob had been a man 
full of guile. He had sought to gain 
God’s blessing by deceit. And yet at 
Bethel he had seen the heavens open, a 
ladder reaching up to heaven, the angels 
of God ascending and descending upon 
it (Gen. 28:10f). Nathanael was long- 
ing for a similar vision, some fuller 
revelation of God, some fuller assurance 
of his presence. And now Jesus seemed 
to look into his very heart, to read his 
inmost thoughts. He said: ‘Here is 
really an Israelite without any deceit in 
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him,” that is, a descendant of Jacob, 
or Israel, who does not seek to win the 
blessing of God by earthly means, but 
by prayer and trust in God. 

Nathanael was startled by the way in 
which Jesus read his thoughts, and 
when he added that he had seen him 
under the fig tree, when he had been 
revolving these very thoughts in his 
mind, he was convinced. His words 
came out like a torrent: “Rabbi, you 
(emphatic) are the son of God; You are 
the King of Israel!’’ 

Jesus answered that Nathanael would 
see greater things in the days ahead. 
What Jacob had seen in a vision (angels 
ascending and descending on a ladder 
that reached into the heavens) all of 
them would see realized in fact. They 
would find in him a new way to God. 
In him heaven and earth would touch. 


The Lesson Applied 


The lesson is richly suggestive. But 
let us note just two things: 


First: How men find Jesus. No doubt 
there are many ways in which men come 
unto the Lord. Take Philip, for ex- 
ample. He became a disciple in re- 
sponse to a direct call from Christ. To- 
day there are countless Christians who 
have yielded themselves as followers of 
Christ because of an appeal which has 
been made by Christ himself directly 
to the heart. But Philip’s case stands 
alone, so far as the early disciples are 
concerned. In every other case, it is 
men who themselves have found Jesus 
who bring other men to Jesus. This has 
always been the most fruitful method 
of discipleship. So it was in the early 
centuries of the Christian era. The Ro- 
man empire was not won for Christ by 
the public proclamation of the Word. 
For the first three hundred years, in 
fact, there was no outstanding mission- 
ary beside Paul. Men were won 
through individual contact with other 
men, business men, professional men, 
women and slaves. So it is today. The 
world will never be won by preaching. 
For one thing, the world doesn’t come 
to church. The lesson is plain. We 
have a responsibility to bring men to 
Christ. And the word of a friend is 
often more potent than the voice of the 
preacher. 


C. C. Braden writes: 


“Witnessing is in its essence just the 
generous sharing of some good which 
one has experienced. Because I have 
found it to be good for me, I want it to 
be shared by others I know. I therefore 
tell them what has happened to me.... 
Undoubtedly this can be overdone and 
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the result may easily be a forced, unreal 
testimony. Yet, would it not be wige 
for our churches to stress the value of 
witness and the obligation of the Chrig. 
tian to share the good which his faith 
brings him, all, of course, within the 
canons of good taste, so long as his wit- 
nessing is genuine and expressive of his 
inner experience. To be sure the mogt 
effective witness is undoubtedly that of 
a good life, and we have done well to 
stress that fact. But sometimes to the 
witness of daily living, ought there not 
to be added also the quiet word which 
discloses the course of the successfy] 
living which may not always be known? 
Ought not Christians and church folk 
to seek to bring others to their faith and 
to their church if these have meant so 
much to them? Surely in a day of bla- 
tant advertising in which for profit men 
seek by every means, legitimate and 
otherwise, to bring their product to the 
favorable notice of the public, Christians 
ought not to feel any hesitation about 
voicing, always in considerate ways of 
course, the values of their church and 
their faith.”’ (Religion in Life, XIV, 1.) 


We may not be able to meet all the 
arguments of men. But at least we can 
say with Philip, ‘‘Come and see.” We 
can rely on Jesus to make his cwn im- 
pression if only men will give him a 
chance. 

Second: What men find in Christ, 
Take John the Baptist. He longed for 
holiness among men and for the estab- 
lishment of God’s Kingdom. He saw 
that Jesus would overcome sin (‘The 
Lamb of God, who takes away the sin 
of the world’’), and give men strength 
to achieve (“‘This is he who baptizes 
with the Holy Spirit’’). 

Take Peter. He came to Jesus, weak, 
impulsive, fickle, passionate. He was 
met with a promise: ‘You shall be 
called Cephas,’”’ which means a rock. 
So today men find in Jesus the ideal 
which transforms, the strength which 
enables them to overcome, to live up to 
their highest possibilities. Through the 
centuries nothing has been more typical 
of the Master than this, his power to 
transform the lives of men. Wherever 
Jesus vitally has come into the life of 
the individual or the church or the com- 
munity, the boundaries of the possible 
have been enlarged, the sense of power 
has grown inexhaustible. 

Take Nathanael. He found that Jesus 
could interpret the language of his 
heart, could satisfy the deepest desires 
and aspirations of his soul. To every 
sincere seeker there comes the promise 
that in Jesus he will see the heavens 
open, he will grow in the knowledge of 
God, he will gain fresh assurance of his 
presence. 

Jesus knows our hearts, our neds, our 
failures, our aspirations. If we come 
to him, if only we are willing to take 
his yoke upon us, and to learn from 
him, we shall find rest for our souls 
(Matthew 11:28). 


Lesson commentary based on “Inter- 
national Sunday School Lessons: The In- 
ternational Bible Lessons for Christian 
Teaching,” copyrighted, 1951, by the Di- 
vision of Christian Education, National 
as of the Churches of Christ in the 
J. Oe . 
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BOOK NOTES 





THE PHILOSOPHY OF HENRY 
JAMES, SR. By Frederick H. Young. 
Bookman Associates, New York. 8338 
pp., $4.50. 

Henry James, Sr. is best known as the 
father of Henry James, the novelist, and 
William James, the philosopher and 
psychologist. This would be sufficient 
fame for most men. But Dr. Young has 
written a work which seeks to show that 
the quality of the father’s thought was 
not only worthy of the respect of two 
illustrious sons, but was in its own right 
good enough to merit an important 
place in the history of American 
thought. 

Henry James the elder was born into 
a Presbyterian home in Albany, New 
York in 1812. His father was an Irish 
immigrant who left at his death a for- 
tune of three millions. This provided 
for the education and the leisure which 
prought to flower great talents in the 
next two generations. After his grad- 
uation from Union College in Schenec- 
tady, Henry James, Sr. entered Prince- 
ton Theological Seminary in 1835. The 
controversy between the ‘“‘new lights’’ 
and the “old lights’’ was at its height 
at this time. He reacted vigorously 
against the Calvinism of his professors 
although Calvinism left such a mark on 
his mind that his subsequent philosophy 
has on occasion been described as 
“Calvinistic anti-Calvinism.’’ He left 
Princeton six months before his class 
was graduated to take a trip to England 
and Ireland. At this time he made the 
acquaintance of Faraday, the great 
physicist, who was a member of the 
Glasite movement, a small Scottish sect 
of separatists who were seeking to re- 
store simple primitive Christianity. 
Faraday introduced him to the ideas of 
Robert Sandeman, one of the leaders of 
the sect. These ideas were destined to 
become an important influence in the 
development of James’ thought. 

A second influence on the develop- 
ment of his philosophy was his dis- 
covery of the writings of the mystic 
Emanuel Swedenborg — an influence 
which grew as time went on. Still an- 

other influence was Fourierism which 
some of his friends at Brook Farm 
espoused. Professor Young describes 
with careful scholarship the great origi- 
nality and power of critical intelligence 
that James demonstrated in attempting 
to fuse the Calvinist, Sandemanian, 
Fourierist and Swedenborgian streams 
in his philosophy. The result was an 
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unusual gnostic vision, revealed in strik- 
ing triads, of man’s evolution toward 
the Divine Natural-Humanity. The 
gnostic and neo-Platonic views he ex- 
pressed make it difficult to classify him 
with reference to other American 
thinkers and explain, in part, why he 
received so little attention from con- 
temporary thinkers. But there is evi- 
dence that his two sons were close stu- 
dents of his thought and revealed great 
discrimination in what they accepted 
and rejected from their father’s phi- 
losophy. 

This volume is only for the reader 
with some philosophical and theological 
background. If he would rather play 
with ideas, however unorthodox, than 
play bridge, he will be able to count on 
several stimulating evenings with this 
book. 

GEORGE L. ABERNETHY. 

Davidson, N. C. 
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***For ye are not under the law, 
but under grace,’—Romans 6: 14. 


Shall Christians do less under 


grace...than under the law? 
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